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HOUSEKEEPING

Make an appointment with your counselor – in-person, 
virtual or over the phone, just do it.

Transcripts – Uploaded to Naviance by 9/28.

Financial Aid Night – Virtual Presentations by GCC on 
10/22 and 11/17.  Links to come.

FAFSA becomes available on 10/1

Schoology Announcements



BIG DECISIONS

The process can be stressful, BUT you get to 
decide where you’ll spend the next 2-4 yrs.

Don’t let it overwhelm you; consistent small 
steps will get you to the finish line.

Set up a weekly/biweekly* meeting with 
your parents.  Jam all the college talk into 
that sesh so it’s not constantly looming over 
all of you.

*That means every other week.



TIMELINE

Try to apply by Thanksgiving.

You don’t get bonus points by applying 
months before a deadline.

Be sure to have at least one school you 
can: get into, afford, want to go to.

EA just accelerates the process, no real 
downside.

ED is a binding commitment, but it can 
increase your chances of admission.

Be certain about your ED school, 
otherwise…







STANDARDIZED TESTING
It goes without saying that this is a weird year.  Almost all colleges are test optional.  Many 
that are do not take scores into consideration for merit-based scholarships.  BUT you want to 
be sure.  Check with each of your schools if you think you might be the type of student in line 
for merit-based money.  If a school is high on your list and they require a score for either 
admission or merit-based aid then you should consider finding a testing site.

Scores must be sent directly from the testing institution (ACT or College Board).

Almost all colleges will “superscore.”



COMMON APPLICATION
There are several ways to apply – Common App, SUNY app, Institutional app.  
Don’t default to the Common App, it might be more efficient to do multiple apps than 
the Common App.

Common App resources are on the Guidance website.

Start by filling in the demographic info.  That will help break the ice and ease you 
into the application.

FERPA Release

Supplemental Apps/Questions

Do NOT use the SUNY app for ECC or NCCC.



NAVIANCE
Naviance is the method counselors use to submit the school’s portion of 
your application (transcript, recommendations, forms, etc.) to colleges.
You must “match” in Naviance if you’re using the Common App.  
Common App requires you to the FERPA release before it will allow you 
to match.
Add schools to “Colleges I’m applying to.”  Common App will auto-
populate the list for you once you “match.”
Invite teachers to submit letters.
It’s not necessary to request your transcript – we need to meet with you 
in person prior to sending it.  We do NOT monitor the automated 
transcript requests.



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Most schools only want one or two, find out how many you need before asking 
teachers.

Ask teachers whose class you performed well in and you established a good 
working relationship.

Ask in person first.  Once they’ve agreed to write for you, send the invite through 
Naviance.

Write them a “thank you” note, it’s common courtesy.  Keep in mind that every letter 
takes at least an hour to write.



GUIDANCE OFFICE PROCEDURES
Meet in-person, virtually, or over the phone with your counselor at least ten business 
days before your application is due.  We will not act on an application until we meet 
with you.  It’s ok to email us questions, but not “can you send my transcript to…”

Find out if your school requires a counselor recommendation.  If so, we’ll likely need 
you to fill out a form – each counselor approaches it a little differently.  Find out 
what yours needs.

Counselors send everything from the school – transcript, teacher letters, secondary 
school report.

We keep good records of what was sent and when.  It’s possible you might get an 
automated email while things are crossing in cyberspace.  DON’T FREAK OUT.  Come 
see us, we’ll help figure it out.



GUIDES
 Think of us as guides on this process –

we’ve climbed this mountain* before 
and know where some of the pitfalls 
are.

 You still need to climb the mountain*, 
no one can do it for you.

*Important note: climbing a legit mountain is significantly harder than 
applying to college, so don’t get too freaked out, we’re in it for the 
metaphor. 

You Us



FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS
Come to financial aid night on Thursday, 10/22 and Tuesday 11/17 at 6:00 p.m.  

FAFSA is available on 10/1.  It’s important to file as early as possible.  Make sure you’re 
using the 2021-2022 FAFSA.

Some private schools require the CSS Profile.

Use net price calculators to get an early snapshot of what the school might cost.

The bulk of the scholarship $ that’s awarded is from the individual college.

Websites like Fastweb.com and Cappex.com can help you search for scholarships you might 
be eligible for.

The Guidance Office gets a number of scholarships each year that are posted on our 
website.

In March, students can apply for ~40 scholarships with one application.  Listen for the 
announcements.



ESSAY
The essay is a critical piece of the application.  It’s the only thing you really 
have control over at this point.  Get feedback from others, but make sure 
YOUR “voice” is loud and clear.  Have a strong introduction.  Try to use vivid 
imagery.  SHOW don’t TELL.  Make sure it’s grammatically flawless, but it 
doesn’t need to be super formal, again, your voice should come through.  Don’t 
reiterate your resume.  Try to answer the question throughout the essay, that 
will help keep you on track.  Avoid gimmicks.  Less is more.  Read the essay out 
loud; that will help you eliminate filler and unnecessary words.



…and meet with your counselor soon
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